
HOW DO FLOWERS 
ATTRACT POLLINATORS?



FIRST OF ALL, DO YOU KNOW 
WHAT POLLINATION IS?





self-pollination
 

 
 Cross-pollination  
 



NAME SOME
EXAMPLES OF 
POLLINATORS 
 





WIND

bees and wasps

�ies

beetles

bats

moths

butter�ies

hummingbirds



FLOWERS AND 
THEIR POLLINATORS:
a  perfect MATCH!

LOREM IPSUM DOLOR SIT AMET



what �owers do bees prefer?





bees' favorite �owers:

Blue/ purple/ yellow/ white
lots of nectar and pollen 



bees' favorite �owers: UV hints and a landing platform



SOME BEES COLLECT AND PACKAGE POLLEN:



Author's Name

butter�ies' favorite �owers:

bright colors 
including red

 
narrow tubes  



Author's Name

butter�ies' favorite �owers:

https://www.nationalgeographic.com.es/medio/2011/06/06/polinizador13_714x476.jpg



butter�ies' favorite �owers:



moths' favorite �owers:

https://www.nationalgeographic.com.es/medio/2011/06/06/polinizador12_714x476.jpg

Open at night 
 
white, yellow or pink 
contrast with dark 
 
narrow tubes



Credit: ANNA SCHROLL via www.sciencenews.org



�ies' favorite �owers:
small 
 
dull color
 
Strong odors 
like dead �sh, 
rotten meat 
or dung

www.amateuranthecologist.com



 CREDIT: Laureen Wilson, CC BY-SA 4.0  via FLICKR

this is a �y: what a beatiful face!



 Ra�lesia arnoldii  CREDIT: SofianRa�lesia, CC BY-SA 4.0  via Wikimedia Commons

corpse �ower: smells like a dead cat!



corpse �ower: �ies love it!



 
 
poor eyesight:
 
large
 
dull yellow,
white or green
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beetles' favorite �owers:



John Tann from Sydney, Australia, CC BY 2.0  via Wikimedia Commons



 CREDIT: https://www.istockphoto.com/ca/photo/giant-fijian-longhorn-beetle

a beetle mouth: OMG!
precious!



other strategies: orchids

LOREM IPSUM DOLOR SIT AMET

https://mattbernico.files.wordpress.com/2013/03/070717-orchid-wasp_big.jpg
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pollination by wind: 

LOREM IPSUM DOLOR SIT AMET

Dull green, brown, or colorless
 petals absent or reduced

CREDIT: Dr. Jeremy Burgess via Science Photo Library Art





what pollinator would be attracted to this �ower?
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Guía de los polinizadores más comunes de las zonas verdes de Madrid. CSIC

a moth pollinates �owers which are open at night and have narrow tubes 

11 cm
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Agrius convolvuli 



what pollinator would be attracted to this �ower?

Alvesgaspar, CC BY-SA 3.0  via Wikimedia Commons



remember that, as a daisy, this is not just one �ower... 

Copyright by MaxPixel: https://www.maxpixel.net/photo-4421245 



many plants have multiple pollinators



WHAT KINDS OF POLLINATORS 
WOULD BE ATTRACTED TO 
YOUR FLOWER DRAWING?



the end


